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the beautiful but who fail completely to take into consideration the
objective correlation of class forces, and the real conditions within
which the Socialist Revolution is developing.

14.  There is no doubt that at the present time (and probably
during the next few weeks and months) our army is in no condition
to stop a German offensive. In the first place, it is very tired and
very hungry, owing to the unprecedented disruption of the army
supplies, etc.; secondly, on account of the shortage of horses our
artillery is absolutely doomed ; thirdly, in view of the impossibility
of protecting the coast from Reval to Riga, which gives the enemy a
good chance to get possession of what remains of Livonia, then
Estonia, to attack our troops in the rear, and to occupy Petrograd.

15.  There is no doubt whatsoever that, were the question put to
a vote, peasants, who constitute the majority in the army, would
come out for a peace of annexation rather than for an immediate
revolutionary war. The formation of a Socialist army, with the Red
Guard as its nucleus, has only just begun. To attempt now, with the
present democratization of the army, to force a war against the
wishes of a majority of the soldiers would be hazardous. It will take
months and months to create an army imbued with Socialist
principles.

16.  The poorest peasantry in Russia would support a Socialist
Revolution led by the working class, but it is not in a position now
to wage a revolutionary war. It would be a fatal blunder to overlook
the actual strength of the different classes.

17.  The question of revolutionary war, therefore, stands as
follows : If a revolution should break out in Germany during the
next three or four months, then perhaps the tactics of an immediate
revolutionary war would not ruin our Socialist Revolution. If [on
the other hand] the German revolution does not take place and we
go on with the war, Russia would be so badly defeated that she
would be forced to sign an even worse separate peace ; such a peace
would be signed not by a Socialist government but by some other,
by some kind of coalition between the bourgeois Rada and the
followers of Chernov or some similar government, for after the first
shock of defeat the peasant army, which is so badly worn out by the
war, would overthrow the Workers' Socialist Government in a few
weeks.

18.  Under the circumstances it would be very bad policy to risk
the fate of the Socialist Revolution on the chance that a revolution